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Resolution 1993-05-06 
 
FISHERY IMPACTS OF LOW DISSOLVED OXYGEN  
DISCHARGES AT HYDROELECTRIC PROJECTS 
 
WHEREAS, adverse fishery impacts from low Dissolved Oxygen discharges at hydroelectric projects are 
well documented in the southeastern states and the nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Corps of Engineers has maintained that reservoir stratification is a natural process and 
that resultant low dissolved oxygen discharges from dams are not point source pollution, thus not subject 
to state water quality standards for Dissolved Oxygen as are Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
licensed projects; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tennessee Valley Authority has demonstrated that low Dissolved Oxygen problems are 
amenable to system-wide solution through cooperative federal-state-private effort; and 
 
WHEREAS, changing public values associated with fishery resources and recreation may warrant 
reallocations of benefits at the Corps of Engineers hydroelectric reservoirs, some of which have operated 
for 30-40 years without reevaluation such as occurs at private projects licensed by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
suggests that: 
 
1)  Congress require, through Clean Water Act amendment or other appropriate legislation, that the 
Corps of Engineers hydroelectric projects comply with state water quality and flow requirements, as 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensed projects must; and The Corps of Engineers be required 
to implement remedies to documented Dissolved Oxygen problems throughout the United States, with 
appropriate congressional support for funding and priorities; and  The Corps of Engineers get 40 1 
certification for water projects that have not gone through the proposed process. 
 
 
Adopted September 15, 1993 
Lake Placid, New York 
 
